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PARTICULAR PEOPLE: 


He People unto whom this following matter relateth, are 
ſuch as holdeth an Inward Principle, but in practice do 
not anſwer the true Light , and many of them formerly 
met together at Nottingham Caſtle, and were generally 

known by the name of the Caſtle Company ; and I have lately bad 

.todowith ſome of them in a private way of writing, and the Papers 
that I received were ſubſcribed by Rice Joanes, Anthony Hutcvinſos, 
Fortune Burrougbs, Iſaac Baker, Elizabeth Parſons, and Foby Lau- 
few; and in my laſt I did enjoyn them to publiſh what had paſſed 
between us, by cauſing it to be printed (with what more they had 
to ſay) bur fince 1 have not heard any thing of ic; and though thele 
people are found oppoſite to the principle and practice of the People 
called 2 wakers z yet they have never manifeſt wherein they err or 
fall ſhort of Truth in the general ; and ſome of theſe people that 
once had a ſence of Truth, as in the Light ic was manifeſt, buc 
they did not abide in the fear and Counſel of God, and fo lo{t the 
right way in the beginning, and then turned againſt the Teſtimony 
of the Power, and fled the Crois, and many were {imply betrayed 
by giving up their belief to the DoQrine then propounded ;, but 
the Lord hath gathered ſome from amongſt them, who in the Truth 
area good ſavor tothe honour of ic. 

Now theſe people have taken up a belicf that they may keep their 
inward unto God. ard yield their bodies ro comp!y with outward 
things, and in that belief chey take liberty in common Cuſtoms 
and Faſhions, as if ſech tbings were of no concernment in matters 
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of Faith and Conſcietice, and that doth clearly evidence that their 
inward Principleis not of God; for where the Spirit of Godis the 
inward Principle, it diſpoſes the body by its own Power, and there- 
by the Converſation comes to be holy, and without blame, and bo- 
dy, ſouland ſpirit glorifieth God, as being bisz (mark) the body, 
ſoul and ſpirit are all to be diſpoſed in a right order tg Gods glory, 
and if the body comply with, outward thingsg and the mind other- 
wiſe reſerved, it is a mental reſerva:ion or if the mind comply with 
the body in ſuch things as are manifeſt'y contrary to the true 
inward Principle, then the true principle is tranſgrefled, and 
it is alcogether againſt che outward ſufferings of the Prophets, 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles, who ſuffere: for the Teſtimony of Truth 
and a gocd Conſciznce, and their bodies ſuffered fo: being faith- 
full to their inward pxinciple, and they; did not ſeek a way toeicape 
ſufferings, by reſerving their inward principle, and yielding their 
bodies to comply with outward things, - but they teſtified co:$he 
truth of their inward principle, ard agaicft ſuch things as were 
contrary toir, and ſo they exerciſcd a Conſcience void of offence 


rowards God and man, and if the inward principle of theſe peo-. 


ple was that Spirit which reflified in the Propbets, Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles, then they could not live in ſuch things as the Prophets, 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles reproved; and as they live in ſuch things, 
it is manifeſt that they diſpoſe themſelves in their liberty for their 
own pleaſure and ſecurity 3/ and the ſpirit which they: are: under 
perſwades them to be reſerved in their inwards, and then giveth. a 
feeming ſatisfaQtion and peace in what is done, and the generallicy 
of theſe people are much co be pittied, who have given up them- 
ſelves to believe ſuch an error with confidence, for neither their 
foundation nor building are of God, bur they have layed a founda- 
tion in the earthly wiſdom, and builds upon it with their own 
reaſoning, and ſo are not in Paradiſe, where man was placed in his 
nnocency, but poſſefſeth Caiv's City in the Land of Nod. 

Now in the beginning the wiſe Creator made all things good, 
and he formed man of the Duſt of the Ground, and into bis no- 
ftrils he breathed the breath of life, and man became a living 
Soul, andthe form was his Body, which as a veſſel was prepared 
eo contain the excellercy of that pure living breath, and as 
man ſtood in communion with the Light, Power and Wiſdom of his 
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Creator, his outward Form, Veſſel or Body was equally qualified 
wich the Virtues and Graces of che ſame Nature, ard fo he was 
the Image of 'God by creation, and his outward Body was ordered 
by bis inward Principle3 but when he tranſgreſſed his inward Prin» 
ciple, bis outward Body loſt the qualifications of the Vertues and 
Graces that were in it, and there he died, and then the outward 
Body became tainted with qualifications of darkneis, and in the 
Loyn of the fallen Poſericy darkneſs ruſeth the Body, and ſo the 
Body is ordered by another ſpirit then what ordered in the begin- 
ning, and in that ſpirit is the fleſhly liberty of the Body, and that 
is a degeneration from the Spirit by which the Body was ordered 
before cranſgreſlion, 

And you that are concerned in this matter may do well to conſt» 
der your own bodies; for however ic was in times paſt, as to out- 
ward bodies, yet you cannor deny your own; and dv you not urn- 
derſtand generation, and by what generation is maintained? and 
ſeeing you have: outward bodies, it concerns you to mind what 
ſpirit governs them, and what you yield your bodies to comply 
withal; for it is certain, that the body wbich complics wich com- 
mon cuſtoms, faſhions and vanities, is not governed by the true 
Spiricz and that your, bodies do ſo comply is evident by your pra- 
tice; and will you deny the body to be the workmanſhip of God ? 
and if it be his workmanſhip, then is it not concerned to ſerve and 
honour him? anddoth it not ſerve and honour him, when by his 
Spirit it is governed ? and doth it not the contrary when it com- 
plies with ſuch chings as are contrary to his Spirit ? and ſo the 
body is concerned in matters of Faith and Conſcience, as by ihe 
true Spirit it is ordered and governed, becaute in that ſtate 't 
tandeth in unity with the Light, Power, Life and Wiſdom which 
is the Heavenly Treaſure, and ſo the Apolile teliified of the Trea- 
ſurein the earthen veſſel; and what was the earthen veſlel in whick 
they hid the Treaſure ? and did they hide the Treaſure in the 
earthen veſſel, that it ſhould not be known ? or did they not preach 
ic that others might believe in ic, and have benetit by it? and dic 
they not think God ivho, maniteſted the ſavor of his knowledge by 
them in every place? and fo they did not walk 1o craitineſs, or 
handle the Word of God deceitfully, but by manifeſtation of the 
Truth commended themelyes to every mans Conſcience itt the 
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{ſight of God, for they were not aſhamed of the Goſpel, decauſe 
. they preached not chemſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ; and ſo 
they were in the univerſal Spiric, and communicated their Trea- 
ſure according to the Wifdom they received it in, and in that their 
Light did ſhine before men, and their good works were ſeen, and 
God was glorified ; and is your works wrought in the Light, co 
ſhine and be ſeen co God's Glory? or are they not wrought 1n 
dirknefs, by which God is d''! onoured.? and if you fay your 
works are wrought in charity, as being moſt agreeable to the 
Nature of God, and that rhe compliance of your bodies to cu- 
ſtoms and faſhions is only ſutable to what is obſerved amongſt 
people of the Nation; Lanſwer, that if your works were wronghc 
in that charity which is agreeable roche nature of God, then you 
could nor tield your bodies to comp!y with ſuch chings as -are con» 
trary ro God, and though your cuſtoms and faſhions may be ſutable 
to the People of the Nation, yet they are no way ſurable to the 
Truth, or ro the People thar live in it; and ſo your tharity, .cu- 
toms and faſhions are only co pleaſe, your ſclves, which difpteaſeth 
God; and if you will ſearch your inwards with the Light, you may 
find Darkneſs arid Death reigning ; and the true Seed opprefled and 
mourning ; and if you were in crue charity you would regard the 
groans of the oppreſſed, and the afflitions of the aflifted, and 
not exalrc your ſelves in your fleſhly liberty to encreafe the bur- 
then; but Pheraob is hard-bearted, and hath rieither love nor pity, 
angdin hardneſs he ruleth, ard will not obey the Lord, and that 
which you ſerve and worſhip is an Idol which darkneſs*bath formed 
in you, and being affeted with ic, you rejoyce in your outward 
liberty, as if ic were allowed from a true inward ground, and you. 
willnort have the Ark of God ſet up, leſt your Idol ſhould fall be- 
foreic, and ſo your bearts are after yourIdol, and not afcer the 
Lord. and you will not admit of reproof to come near you, bur in 
a ſtrong confidence of the inwards, reſiſts that diſpenſation, as not 
belonging to you, when indeed both your liberty and confidence 
are reproveable, as the off-ſpring of a corrupted ſtock, and with 
that you keep the good Seed in bondage, ard .bringeth forth fruit 
of another nature; and what then is the inwards which you anſwer 
but the ſpiric of darkneſs, from which you have your liberty in com- 
mon cuſtoms, faſhions and vanities? for the rrue Light redeems our 
of 


of ſuch things, as it ts obeyed and followed; ard whilſt you live 
in ſuch things you walk in Darkneſs, and not in the Light, and in 
Darkneſs yon crucifie the Lord of Life, and put him to open ſhame; 
for your outward converſation doth nor anſwer Chriſt, as an inward 
principle, but you bring forth open deeds, that putteth Chriſt to 
open ſhame; and that is the falſe birth in its falſe liberty, ard this 
is trurh unto your conditions though ſome of you may {till ſay as 
you have done, that things come :co lightly, but ir is in the airy 
ſpiritin your ſelves that is ligh:, and would be eaſed of the weighty 
power ; for that ſpirit doth not like the Power ſhould deal with it, 
becauſe the power dealeth truly 4rd plainly, and cannot difſemble 
and flitrer, and what have you done ſince you turned acainſt the 
teſtimony of 'the power ? have you gathered the Scattered. or 
have you not deen (cattering, and ſo have neither done good to your 
ſelves nor others? for the love which you preterq to all doth not 
reaily extend io any, bar ſuch as can eſteem you, and prefe:r you, 
and in? your liberty have familiarity with you; for if any faithfully 
roproye you int your liberty, then your ſpirit ſoon luſteth to envy , 
and though you pleaſe your ſelves with your pretended genre: al 
love,' aS if it were ſonear the Nature of God, yet your love is not 
of him, nor from him, nor to him, but is of, and from, and to 
your ſelves 3 and ſo. your love is 'to Fſas, and not to Faceb, ard 
that love is contrary to the nature of God, and both your leve ard 
envy are from one ground ; for you have a ſecret way to lircngtben 
your hands againſt the Son and Heir, and if you can ſtop or binder, 
or draw any from the Truth, you pur forth your ſtrength to do 
it; buthow do you ſtop or hinder or draw any from vanity ? you 
can let that alone, and have pleaſure amongit ſuch people ; ard is 
that the love and tenderneſs which ye have to God and bis Truth ? 
or is it not plainly manifeſt to be the contrary? it is plainly ſcen in 
the Lighe,though in darkneſs you may not ſec ic 3 and notwithſtand- 
ing your fecrec workipg againſt the Truth, you carnct hinder 
Truth from proſpering, you may poſſibly top or hinder ſome tor 
joyning to it, and alſo may draw ſome unſtable minds from the pro- 
feffion of ic ; bur” Truch' ſprings and profpers, and ſpreads, and is 
honorable, and many render defires that joyns unto it, comes 
to be ſatisfied init; and if yon had eyes to lee, You might behold 
the mighty work of Godby his Power, and your work profics no- 
thirg ? 
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thins ? but the natural man perceiveth not the things of God, and 
whilſt you look with that eye, the things of Godare not perceived 
by you ; and not perceiving the things of God, you prefer your 
natural work as the higheſt attainment 3 and indeed it is high, and 
as a high thing muſt fall, and then you will know rhart it is not the 
higheſt attainment of Truth, but bigh conceitedneſs in your fleſhly 
liberty and confidence, and that will be the end of your Idol. 

Now if the grain that is ſown do not die it abideth alone; but if 
it put off its firſt body through death it quickens again, and fo ta- 
keth root downwards, and then riſeth and ſpringech upwards, by 
which the nature” of the Seed is again manifeſt in irs own body, 
and ſo according to the will of the Creator, there is a harmony in 
the Creation to further production, and in that courſe are all 
things revived to manifeſt the nature of their ſeed. 

And you that look fo lightly at what hach or may be mentioned 
concerning you, as not worth the mentioning, as in dne of your 
Papers is expreſſed ; and ſo would not be counted ſuch as 


joyns, and hath fellowſhip with the world z and what would you 


be counted in your cuſtoms, faſhions and vanities? would you 
be counted ſuch as are redeemed out of che world? if you would 
be counted ſuch, then you would be counted betrer then you are, 
and thart isdeceit 3 but time will make allthings; -anifeſt ;- and if you 
would be counted Chriſtians and Saints, then.you muſt walk in the 
Light that ſanRifieth, and not walk in darkneſs that defileth, and 
where you ſay in one of your Papers, That you do not find in the 
Scriptures that any were called the Church of Chriſt, but ſuch as 
received his doctrine, then you are to prove by plain Scripture, that 
vour faith, do&rine and practiſe are the ſame with ſuch as received 
Chriſt Doctrine, and were his Church. 

Firſt, That your Faith; concerning the nature and manifeſtation 
of Chriſt, is the ſame. 

Secondly, That the Dofrine which by you is held forth and 
mairitained, is the ſame. 

Thirdly, That your praQtifſe in Burrying, Marrying, Swearing, 
You to a ſingle perſon, obſerving Dayes and T imes, paying Tythes, 
honouring Perſons, diſtintion by Titles, naming Dayes and 
Moneths, Feaſting , and needleſs things about Apparel, are the 
ſame. 
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- Now if you cannot prove by plain Scripture that in theſe things 
you are theſame with ſuchas received Chriſt's doQrine, then it 
muſt needs follow, that ye live, after the fleſh, and not in the Spi- 
rit; ſo if you can make theſe things good by plain Scripture, then 
you may be further rried; and if you cannot, then it will plainly 
appear that you differ from ſuch as received Chriſt's Doctrine, and 
were his Church, and.you cannot in, honeſty deny your error z and 
as fox the Papers, your. publication. is !lill. expected, as being your 
proper place.to do ic; and when things are publickly brought forch 
by your own bands, then your matter may either be fully anſwered, 
or confeſſed; and in the mean time conſider patiently, whecher 
theſe; things be. nor worth the mentioning, and your diligent ob- 
ſerving ; forif ſuch of you,as: baye any ſimplicity will be mindful, 
you may come to know 'a niore excellent Treaſure then ye have 
treaſured up, and.a more comely Garment then ye have puton; 
for your treaſure is cankered. and your garment moth-eaten; and 
ſo you dwell with the conſumer, and not with the preſerver. 

Friends, If you will own the Scriptures, you cannot deny bur 
the Light with which Chriſt lighteth every man that comes into the 
world is true; and as you are come into the world, ſoa meaſure 
of that Light which is true is in you, and if you obey another 
thing, you obey that which is falſe, and ſo are guided by a falſe 
Principle, and that is your error wherein you refiſt che Truth, for 
if you were guided with the true Light, then all your words and 
works would be according to the Truth, and there you would feel 
the Croſs to your outward liberty, and Judgment to take hold up- 
on the Tranſgreſſor, and ſo come to be redeemed up tro God by the 
work of his Power, for your own wiſdom and reaſoning ſtrengthneth 
the Body of {in and death, but the power maketh free in the glo- 
rious liberty, and there is the croſs to all fleſhly motions, and by 
that the Son comes to be known, and life in him and they that 
have the Son have life, and they that have not the Son have not life 3 
and ſuch are dead in treſpaſſes and (ins, and this is unto you that 
are ſimple-mirded, for in true tenderneſs you are pitied as a people 
enſnared, for ina ſnare you are taken and he!d, and the King and 
Queen of Babylo» triumph over you, | 

Ob, that ſuch of you as have been carried away with a ſtrong 


voice, might now hearken to his voice, who calls b:hind you, that 
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the Light may becomeyour Leader and Teacher, for ſubtilty hath 
deceived you, /and by deceiving hath power-to rule over you, and 
if you will not hear when the Lord calleth, then when you call he 
will not anſwer, yo & | p! 

Friends, it is the bread that comes done from Heaven, that ſatis- 
fieth the bungry, and that bread you wan, andſatisfies your ſelves 
with Earthly vapors, and fo you lie ſmothered, and: feeth not the 
Son of God, and that is cercairily your conditions in Captiviey, 
and by the Rivers of that Land the true birch firrech weeping, and 
cannot ſing the Lords Songs. | | 


Netinghaw, the Your Friend in that Loye which ſeeks 
3d Morerh, n669.Y . yourEternal good, _ | 


William Smith. 


